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tank. When the battle had raged for some time
some number of the enemy got up the fort wall
on the side of that gate and dropped into the town
and ran through the place shouting their war cries.
The people of the town were terrified. The
enemy's men managed to open the main gate
from inside and attacked the defending troops
from behind. Surprised by this attack from
behind, the defending troops moved a little away
from the fort. In the tumult of this fight, Sriranga
sent word to his mother and his wife to go to the
hill at least now, and if they could not go to the
hill to get away to Chandragiri.

Lakshumamba and her daughter-in-law were
engaged in prayer in front of the image of Krishna
as described earlier, when this message of
Sriranga arrived. Lakshumamba thought that
they might perhaps go up to the hill. She had
heard that her son had been fighting valiantly
and had recovered respect for him, But the
princess said: "Mother, I implore you ; I can-
not go to where that woman is. Go you, and do
not trouble what will happen to me." The
mother-in-law said : " Shall I leave you alone
and go to save myself? What is it I should fear ?
If you are not prepared to leave this place, we
shall both stay here." The princess said: " When